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II, 492-6. For the sharp division in the British Cabinet between those
who wished to stay out of war and those who wished to join with France,
and for very interesting details on the last days of the July Crisis ia
England, see Lord Morley, Memorandum on Resignation (London, 1928),
and Harold Nicolson, Lord Carnock (London, 1930).
II, 526, note 110. See also J. Y. Bredt, Die belgische Neutralit'dt und
der Schliejewche Peldmgsplan (Charlottenburg, 1929).
II, 550-552. The 10,000 documents recently published by the Austrian
Government incline me in some respects to a less severe judgment on
Austrian policy as compared with that of Russia. They make more clear
how much Austria had to bear with from Serbia (more or less backed
by Russia), in the years before the Archduke's assassination, and how
convinced Austrian officials were that their country's very existence was
at stake unless something decisive was done to put an end to the Greater
Serbia agitation and danger. As Sir Fairfax Cartwright, the British Am-
bassador at Vienna, wrote to Arthur Nicolson, January 31,1913:
Serbia will some day set Europe by the ears, and bring about a uni-
versal war on the Continent, I cannot tell you how exasperated people
are getting here at the continual worry which that little country causes
to Austria under encouragement from Russia. It will be lucky if Europe
succeeds in avoiding war as a result of the present crisis. The next,time
a Serbian crisis arises, I feel sure that Austria-Hungary will refuse to
admit of any Russian interference in the dispute and that she will proceed
to settle her difference with her little neighbor coute que coute,
[And a little later, on May 23, he wrote again:] This country cannot
allow any dismemberment ^of her provinces without incurring the danger
of the whole edifice crumbling down; we have all the elements in the near
future of another violent crisis in this part of the world.. . . (Nicolson,
Lord Carnock, p. 390.)
Austria, in acting against Serbia, was taking the only step by which
she believed she could preserve her very existence as a state. Russia,
however, in claiming to protect Serbia and to exercise a kind of protection
over the Balkan Slavs, did not have any such vital interest at stake;
her existence as a state was not in jeopardy; her interest was more to
preserve and increase her prestige. Austria's action aimed at a localized
war. Russia's action made inevitable a European War,